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The12th Persbook Contemporary Art Event
Body-Weaving

12th Curatorial Project

By Neda Darzi & Reza Monjezi

Oct-Nov 2023

The Annual of Persbook Contemporary Art issues their public statement about their 12th event
for the purpose of contemporary artists) synergy, among the awareness of Iran society)s present
conditions, and also for the long—term aims starting from the previous events concerning Iran)s
ecology and society.

The Perspective:

Persbook intends to play role in the meaning creation at the time the concepts such as lack
and absence are inevitably felt in all life levels of humans. Also, in honor of Iran)s current civil
movements and for constructing a modern sociocultural system, we hope to take actions for
demonstrating needs of artists) community or displaying Iran)s contemporary art. In the previous
annual events of Persbook Contemporary Art, the participative trends, artistic coordination,
women)s handicrafts, environmental art, site-specifity, and decentralization have attentively
achieved superior status. On the other hand, what is in attentiveness and under scrutiny in the
contemporary and present Iran more than ever is artivism with distinct readings in the context
of contemporary art and social art. This art sometimes called useful attempts sometimes to
represent achievements —however modest and tangible- and to take a type of functionalism
into consideration of artistic discourse. It could be displayed more in the publicart too, generally
being an observable and accessible artin the publicspace (or for people). Indeed, this art pursues
influence of the visual matter on general discourse. It can be utilized in the fixed elements of
urban places or old buildings) construction. Also, it can become a non-stationary project like as
artistic decorations and events and body art. Therefore, the artists having environmental and
social concerns can broadly enjoy participation of citizens and coordination of artists outside of
galleries and museums. Since the perspective has been primarily moved away from the ultimate
product (the artistic reification) in the art to work creation process, artist attendance among
participants has been viewed as a significant determinant, contributing to universal training and
awareness of environmental warnings and cultural functions. We attempt to pursue artivism
through interpersonal relations for representing a kind of social aesthetics.



For the purpose of creating an interactive context and with regard to social changes and
developments, the following questions are crucial:

- How can we narrate our time for next generations through activism and culturization?;

- How can an artist (or critics) broadly influence avoidance or recreation of a situation?; and

- Whatis the duty of artist on the current social changes from an activism perspective?

12th annual of Persbook provides a dialectic forum for artists) viewpoint about above questions.
The 12th annual was inspired by one of previous projects. That was an expectant indication of
a recreating evolution at the base of convergence and comradeship among Iranian artists)
community. Blood Vessel project was carried out with cooperation of artists and curatorship
of Neda Darzi and Persbook in 2017. That environmental project was a metaphor of a flowing
artery throbbing on the desert)s dry land by using fibers and the body of artists. There, the
artists turned Blood Vessel into a site-specific, along a continuum and/or in the interaction with
traditional adobe buildings. Now, apart from possible references to the other artistic creations
in the present event, we are going to broadly continue this movement with the participation and
coordination of artists, through site-specific art, and with the access of artists to their ecology.
Studies of contemporary ecologist and environmental activist Suzanne Simard is a guidance to
our event perspective. Her findings in Canada forests show spectacular results about distant
communication of trees together. Simard narrates balanced and complicated social life of trees.
Forest trees enjoy an underground network for exchange of information and energy and their
close interactions begin through focal (hub) trees that usually have better access to sunlight and
therefore can do much more photosynthesis and can produce glucose more than their need. Hub
trees share water and nutrients through underground fungal networks and interconnected roots.
Also,whenatreeisthreatened,itsendswarningalertstoothertreesandstronglyinfluencesthem.
This green symbioticand constructive relationship between fungus and rootage can be viewed as
a metaphor of blood vessel gathering artists from a society being influenced by fundamentalist
and eerie happenings. it can contribute to the light opening or utter the loud cry of an artery.

a metaphor of blood vessel gathering artists from a society being influenced by fundamentalist
and eerie happenings. it can contribute to the light opening or utter the loud cry of an artery.

First Part: Rootage

Contemporary artists have been ever pursuing fine arts recreation and derivation from the
traditional art. Rootage in environment in the form of decoration or through the fabric art for
getting closerto designs being similarto science and environmentis the point of linkage between
creativity and female art. Also, use of recycled materials in fabric art offers a context for creation
oftemporaryartisticand site-specificworksinthe environmental art. This broadness and rootage
begin by examining and manipulating female acts and continue by expansion of new concepts in
arts, social intersectionality, rootage of the human groups, and interpersonal interactions.

Second Part: Broad Body

We should know bodies are not the things we give meaning to. Rather, bodies are themselves
the meaning. Can we regard the physical presentation of concepts and objectives through an



artist body as the indication of their contemporary life information and message? Can the body
become the inception of attributes such as wounded, distressing, and bulky? For the artist
intervention in the discourse relating to these questions and apart from what the answers are
and how they are answered, we hope this event becomes an opportunity for the related social and
active relations. At the time of intervention in, confinement of, and domination on bodies, it is
necessary to discuss the broad social body. When artists utilize their body due to their influence
from environment and society, these kinds of approaches strengthen enthusiasm for collective
propositions (beside the body individuality) i.e. protesting activist bodies together or away from
each other, influenced by identical pains and events. In this regard, concepts such as artist)s body
broadness from a phenomenological viewpointin the contemporary art contribute to creation of
ontological and philosophical works.

Research Group of 12th Event:

PouriaJahanshad, Producing or living in art?: Some Pieces for Thinking

Reza Monjezi, An Essay on Art As Activism

Amin Ali Kurdi, Photography In Contemporary Art: A Non-aesthetic Matter or A concrete Record
(documentation);

Pamela Karimi, Commitment of Artist Body to Every day Exercise of Freedom

The Event Holding Method:

Works of artists have been produced with respect to site-specifity or the possibility of theiraccess
to their concerned ecology and place (outside of the gallery) and their related video clips, photos,
and textsareshowninonline platforms and media channels of Persbook)s Annual Contemporary
Art. Digital catalogue of studies and works of artists attending 12th annual will also be on the
release. The online talks to artists about the what and the how of their works are of the other
programs of Persbook)s Annual Contemporary art. The works can be sold after communication
with artist, the project)s supporters, orindependent buyers in the context of Persbook’s audience
community interactions.

Video clips of artists were edited and prepared by Harf-e Honar. Graphic design of the event)s
visual image was done by Mojtaba Shariati and graphic motion rests with Bita Amel.

Our workshops in 2023 along with show of works for art students and audience are being held
by cooperation of Dima Residency . These workshops can be a great help for identifying young
talents by teaching contemporary art trends.

Artists of our 12th event are Ebrahim Advay, Ayda Alibakhsh, Najmeh Amini, Mojdeh Atrak,
Mansoureh Baghgaraei, Ismail Ghanbari, Farzin Hedayatzadeh, Mahmoud Maktebi, Zahra
Nikooray, Aniseh Salehnia, Sara Sasani, Nasrin Shahbeigi, Hamideh Sobhani, Zohreh Solati
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Mojdeh Atrak
Title:Hand to hand

This shared knotis tied and untied by hands. Everyone)s knotis untied by another one. All of these hands

have participation in tying and untying of this knot.
This knot has been tied and untied by - people and has travelled from Tehran to Isfahan, Rasht, Bandar

Anzali, and Lahijan until production of this video work.
This project keeps going on...
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Ebrahim Advay
Title:Barda Booka

Humans like a metamorphosed being in an endless cycle cause their destruction when they are leading
life to destruction. Let’s take a look at dark past of humans, a past full of war and bloodshed, aggression
and destruction and its destructive relationship with the surrounding environment and other creatures.
It seems as if human being is a machine at the service of genes for destruction and ruin and his life is
nothing except deterioration, exhaustion and nothingness. It seems that there is no sign of wisdom, will
and awareness in humans and rationality does not rule over them and they are just moving beings for
genes.

| chose thisstone because itwas similarto Earth in terms of form and material. Artist action is asign of life
beingempty of human will, resulting in a corrosive and bloody relationship between Earth and man. Over
the years, we observed a large number of activities being done by many NGOs, activists and scientists to
protect the environment, but the circle of destruction is gradually getting wider and wider, as if it can not
be stopped.
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Najme Amini, AidaAlibakhsh
Title:maeman

Home has always had a logical match to our pastemotions and feelings and our present outward
and actual appearance. A large part of our present actions is the result of experiences we have
gained for whatever reason at home. The setting and construction of homes in the past was the
result of a thought, insight, and culture whose identity is now being lost and turned into a multi-
cultural and half-alive entity. When we look at process and structure of houses in the past, what
is shown more clearly is a type of design in which persons living there play unique role. What is
undoubtedly understandable in such a design and what is milestone are the presence of women
who are the inheritor of their culture and era and always manage home environment. What they
nurture makes history. Even if we look at architecture of old houses unprofessionally, feminine
features are abundantly clear. Outdoor decorated chamber, indoor warm kitchen, a pond in the
center embracing geraniums, and a window facing the courtyard whose curtains dance during
spring sun and wind. These typical features are now absent in today’s soulless architecture
and prove the strong presence of women in creating culture. Although traditional construction
of houses has faded over the years, women have still remained pivotal at home and society.
Undoubtedly, the past way of thinking did the groundwork for today’s flourish.

Hasanzadeh House traces back to centuries ago and is on the verge of destruction. Now itis being
revived with the breaths of a woman. We are going to bring the past spirit alive and experience
life againinaspace where identity and culture are the main actors, allowing a woman once again
to nurture a new generation there.
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Mansooreh Bagharaee
Title:Wing For Flight

Braveness has several shapes and a brave people strengthen their courage due to their specific abilities
and powers.They behave bravely by relying on their beliefs, physical power, powerful expression, wealth,
status, social class etc. However, Iranian women showed their braveness through their hairs and belief
in freedom. The hair they had to cover in public places has been their wing for flying. Now they are
experiencing their newly discovered ability and rigorously show their wings. They are like a fledged bird
experiencing their first flight.
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Sara Sasani
Title:Belongings

Roots around contemporary humans can express their concerns about immigration: An immigration
that has never happened. | —as a citizen in the east part of world and like many people living in it— have
been surrounded and wrapped around by the roots asking me to stay. Theses roots indicate my ties
and belongings to this land. Staying and living in Middle East lands and getting into its troubles and
misfortunes are inherently a kind of activism.

In another layer, this project refers to body as the contemporary human body. It is a complicated body
among the roots of belongings, being busily concerned with ordinary matters. Therefore, bodies
of performers during the project are considered as bodies being mixed with belongings and being
surrounded by the roots spreading over their bodies.

Also, home as a homeland is considered as a special place for carrying out the project.
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Hamideh Sobhani
Tite: Conversation of Roots

Until recently, traditional gardens have around all parts of Qazvin. Old trees had been intertwined with
daily life of people over centuries. In addition to theirrole in ecology and balanced state of weather, these
gardens have been a part of social and cultural identity of Qazvin people. Nasser Khosrow described
Qazvin as a city among gardens in his travelogue.

This valuable heritage was registered as a national place in Y\¢. Although steps is being taken for its
global registration , it has been in verge of destruction in the recent half of century. Due to unbalanced
urban development, these gardens frequently received exposure to concretes, vehicles, streets. This
unconventional development is recklessly destroying sense of life in this region. We decided to create a
relationship for this artery of life called conversation of roots in participation with considerate artists as
activist bodies influenced by shared pains and matters of garden trees.
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Nasrin Shahbeigy
Title :Shout of Body

Whirling is like dance of Sufi dervishes. Itis a kind of being free in twists and turns of pains.

Itis being repeated, repeated, and repeated until it turns numb.

it is being repeated, repeated, and repeated for whirling in struggles and whirling bodies become
breathless but continue what they are doing. They continue to stress “I still exist”, “I'm still alive”, “I will
definitely survive...”, “there is still a trace of myself, my struggle, and life”.

The only thing that remains from us is not the voice because

Thereis no ear to listen.

Voices that cannot survive must be observed.

And any piece of this tired and wounded body will call freedom before others.
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a collaborative art by Neda Darzi & Aniseh
SalehniaTitle: Passge

From the hanging carnality, a red seed was formed. Apart from gender, it pursued the route to the
end as if its destiny was only movement to create mobility. Some stood on the ash and just met

the glance. But, some othersjoined to the veins to form artery of life.
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Zohreh Solati
Title: TiWhoam I?

Askingquestionsaboutmyidentityandexploringitsvariousdimensionsarewhatldoonadailybasis.
Looking into the mirror and confronting my reflection is a way to reconnect with my true self,
confront fears and concerns, and embrace the present moment with wholeheartedness.)
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Ismail Ghanbari
Title: Samoon Dare

| frequently imagine something in my mind. How can | live in my habitat alone in depth of
Hyrcanian forests?

In this situation, coexistence with animals can not have any indispensable boundary. But how
can coexistence happen?

The mostcommonthoughtinmymindistotameanimals by feedingthem.Byit, we can peacefully
livewiththem.

Do we feed them by killing other animals and making food? If so, what animal is.

As Georges Bataille points out, this reasonable discipline relies on excellence of humans and it
involves sacrificing the inalienable nature of animals.

Inthe forestareawherel have had performance, Samoon Darei.e.anareawhose borderis defined
by a valleyisthe border between human, animal, and | from my point of view. | see thisvalley as a
huge gap between humans,animals,and |.

In performance of Samoon Dare, I’'m getting my body ready for food of animals in the darkness of
night while my hands and feet are being tied in absolute surrender. Perhaps, by this, | the human
can make the animal happy inresurrection day.
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Mahmoud Maktabi
Title: Lovers without Tomb

Love is one of main themes of my artworks. | have thought about lovers from many years ago,
but not those of famous mythical stories. During these years, on a pile of soil, in the fire, and
somewhere between earth and heaven, some humans left us without any trace. The matter for
meisas muchsimpleasfallingandstanding. Vertical arrangementofthingsand anything | found
here mean the life is making stand again while the silence is the reminder of death.
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Zahra Nikooray
Title :Destruction at Tip of Certainty

Environment is one of my artistic concerns. As humans are an inferior part of nature, they need to
penetrate to base of universe in a way that oneness happens.

In recent years, nature has been exposed to extreme dangers from wastes being left abandoned and
causing fire in forests to timber trafficking, factories and refineries disturbing the natural ecosystem of
soil and air. The plants having short life and shallow roots hold a key to life of humans and animals.
Thisworkisinspired by incompatibility of chamomile flower plains and Hyrcanian forests with industries
such as cementand petrochemical factories being built nearby.

The work is a cardboard construction, and a part of nature, being displayed in the real environment
(forest— chamomile flower plain) in a smaller scale. It includes some details of the environment and is
condemned to destruction as history shows that humans always hardly encounter the nature. It is the
nature that survives even at the cost of human destruction.
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Farzin Hedayatzadeh
Title: Apocalypse

Whenanabsolute rulerisleftalone and freedom sheds tears ofjoy ....; During history of humans,
whip was a symbol for playing God and making bodies obedient. Dominant rulers see human
body as a place to show their power. A subordinate dutiful employee isan example of dominated
body trying to be disseminated and proliferated inan environment full of ideological values and
anti-human taste of a class. In this picture, we are watching a symbolic image of an apocalyptic
space when the domineering power is left alone and freedom sheds tears of joy.
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